Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.034; wR factor = 0.086; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.1.
The molecular structure of the title compound, C 10 H 8 Cl 2 O 3 , exists in a cis-enol form, which is stabilized by a strong intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond. In the crystal, C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions generate zigzag chains along the c axis which are, in turn, linked by further C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions into sheets parallel to (100).
Related literature
For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Wu et al. (1997) . For related structures, see: Mei & Huang (2007) ; Zheng, Fan et al. (2007) ; . For the coordination properties of similar compounds, see: Nakamoto et al. (1970) ; Ma et al. (1999) ; Yoshida et al.(2005) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Nakamoto et al., 1970) and other coordination compounds (Ma et al., 1999; Yoshida et al., 2005) . We present here the structure characterization of (Z)-methyl 3-(2,4-dichlorophenyl)-3-hydroxyacrylate.
The molecular structure ( Fig.1 ) exists in a cis-enol form which is stabilized by a strong intramolecular O1-H1···O2 hydrogen bond. The crystal structure (Fig.2) is stabilized by intermolecular C-H···O interactions ( Table 1 ) . The C3-H3···O2 interactions generated zigzag chains along the c axis which in turn are linked by C10-H10B···O1 interactions giving sheets parallel to (100).
The title compound was synthesized according to the literature procedure of Wu et al. (1997) .Single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution at room temperature.
Refinement
All H atoms were detected in a difference map, but all other H-atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined using a riding motion approximation, with C-H=0.93-0.96 Å, with U iso (H)=1.2 or 1.5U eq (C); O-H=0.82 Å, with U iso (H)=1.5U eq (O). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
